A new species of Gymnanthemum (Compositae, Vernonieae) from South Africa is described. It can be distinguished from other species in the genus by the fi ve-fl owered capitula and widely obtuse leaf blades.
Introduction
In the course of preparing a monograph covering all of the Vernonieae of southern Africa (Botswana, Namibia, South Africa) a specimen sent from PRE was determined to be a previously undescribed species of Gymnanthemum . Here we describe this new taxon, provide a key to the endemic species from South Africa, and an original illustration. Remarks. Shrubs or small trees moderately to densely branching; stems often felted, hairs rarely asymmetrically T-shaped. Leaves alternate; petioles short, winged or elongate; blades membranaceous to rather coriaceous, margins entire to serrate or dentate, upper surfaces essentially glabrous and somewhat glossy to arachnoid tomentose. Infl orescences terminal, densely corymbiform, with small bracteoles; peduncles short; involucral bracts coriaceous, 25-35, 4-5-seriate, inner bracts often deciduous. Florets 3-50; corolla white to violet, anther base broadly tailed, tails often long, apical appendage glabrous; style base without or with scarcely distinct node; style branches with stout, pointed sweeping hairs. Achenes 5-10-costate, raphids short, elongate or not evident; pappus of many rather persistent capillary bristles, often with broadened tips, with outer series of short squamellae. Pollen sublophate. Chromosome number n = 10, 20. More than 43 species are found in sub-Saharan Africa, Madagascar, Southern Asia, and also introduced into Brazil. Th e genus Gymnanthemum was described by Cassini (1817) , included in Vernonia by Candolle (1836) and Bentham (1873) and resurrected by Robinson and Kahn (1986) and Robinson (1999) . Th e generic limits have changed and are now more narrow than in 1999. Currently the genus has nine species in southern Africa (Robinson et al. in prep.) , fi ve of which are endemic to South Africa; a key to those is provided here. Th e four more widespread species are G. theophrastifolium (Schweinf. ex Oliv. & Hiern) H. Rob., G. coloratum (Willd.) H. Rob. & B. Kahn, G. amygdalinum (Del.) Sch. Bip. ex Walp. and G. myrianthum (Hook. f.) H. Rob . Th e still unfi nished monograph will cover all species of Vernonieae from Southern Africa with descriptions, keys and pollen images (Robinson et al. in prep.) . Key to the endemic species of Gymnanthemum from South Africa 
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